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seamless design
Interior designer Philippa Buckley has transformed her Dublin semi-d 

into a spacious, light-filled paradise.

p h o t o g r a p h y  d e r e k  r o b i n s o n  W o r D S  n i k k i  Wa l s h

At night, the house looks not unlike a floating glass 

cube which, given the choice, would be philippa 

Buckley’s perfect abode. it’s all in the details – no 

external gutters keeps the exterior looking sharp.
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When Philippa Buckley of Studio 44 moved into her semi-detached house over 31 years ago, its biggest draw was a large extension, 
which housed a kitchen and TV room. Seventeen years later, she extended it, creating a larger kitchen with a bedroom and en suite 
above it. Last year, she extended again. “There was a structural pillar in the kitchen, and the biggest challenge of all was removing 

it,” she explains. “It held up the original end of the house, and no builder wanted to go there. People told me they didn’t notice it, but for me 
it was the elephant in the room. I knew if I could get rid of it, I could really open up the space.”

Working closely with engineers Doherty Finegan Kelly, SADA Architecture, and Kilabs builders, the upper part of the house was reinforced 
with steel, and the pillar was removed. In the kitchen, floor-to-ceiling glass doors were installed, maximising on views of Milltown Golf Club. 
“The kitchen is north-facing,” she says, “so people are always amazed when they see how much light we have, and we updated all building 
regulations, so the entire house is really warm.” Upstairs, a box room was converted into a home office, and the bedroom and en suite  
reconfigured to create a bigger bathroom space. The work took eight months, and the end result is a series of light-filled rooms, painted in 
Dulux’s Brilliant White, and decorated in a style that Philippa calls “classic contemporary”.

Specialising in domestic design, Philippa relishes the planning process. “Good planning and design are essential. When people ask me for 
advice on renovating their homes, I always tell them to spend their money on the bones of the house; to really think about space, light and 
insulation. If you have an amazing space, you don’t need an amazing sofa – that will come later. Decoration can wait.” She also likes to think 
green. “I have installed an iLight system, which allows you to control energy output,” she says. “These kinds of details are important.”



contemporary living

65

OPPOSITE PAGE The floors, which run throughout the house, are by Design Loft. The kitchen is by Snaidero. The dining table and chairs are by Habitat. The 

sofa and the swivel armchair are both from roche Bobois. BELOW LEFT The sofas are by Kingcome Sofas and the perspex table came from O’Hagan 

Design. The lamp is available through Philippa’s company, Studio 44. RIGHT Two paintings by Jack Donovan, bought at the Cross Gallery, provide a splash of 

colour. The chairs are by Philippe Starck, from The Conran Shop in Arnotts. 

  Often a home does not need more space – just better 
space, a home can be full of 
untapped potential like oversized 
rooms or a poorly designed area. 
Re-configuring your interior space 
can be an efficient and cost 
effective way to create the home 
of your dreams.
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With Philippa a keen collector of all things classic, the house contains a carefully-edited collection of furniture, including chairs by Philippe 
Starck and a Roche Bobois sofa, as well as art works by the likes of Jack Donovan. “My favourite pieces are contemporary, but I like to add 
something old every now and then. I always say to clients, don’t go looking, wait and collect things you love.” With offices in both London 
and Dublin, she now has her pick of hunting grounds. “London is so inspiring,” she says. “The buildings, the buzz … There is always so 
much to do. Last night, I went to the Chelsea Flower Show. It filled me with ideas.” Is she feeling restless? She laughs. “No. I come home and 
I look out the window of the kitchen and I can’t believe I am just three miles from the city centre. It’s just magical.” ❋

Philippa Buckley, Studio 44, 01 296 4208; studio44.ie

BELOW “it’s important to have a dedicated space if you work from home,” philippa says. “and, it also pays to keep it organised. clever shelving and 

storage options are worth spending money on. I bring clients to my home office all the time, and in this climate, it helps not to have to pay for an office 

space too.” philippa designed the shelving unit and had it made by moranza.
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BELOW The bedroom, like the rest of the house, is painted in Dulux’s Brilliant White. The bedlinen is by Sheridan, from House of Fraser. The four prints 

are from the book Unseen Vogue, which Philippa framed herself using mirrored frames from Dunnes Stores. BELOW RIGHT the illustration is by peter 

O’Brien, and works well with the dark flooring. A glass banister keeps the space open, modern and clean.

 Good storage is a must for every home. When assessing 
it, remember to consider how 
often you need to access your 
things and what is your living 
style, bare minimalist or cosy 
clutter, and design accordingly. 


